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White House's new, $1.77 infrastructure offer panned by GOP 


By LISA MASCARO and 
JONATHAN LEMIRE 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House put forward 
a $1.7 trillion infrastructure 
counteroffer Friday to Sen- 
ate Republicans, dropping 
from President Joe Biden's 
sweeping $2.3 trillion pro- 
posal "in the spirit of finding 
common ground.’ 

White House Press Secre- 
tary Jen Psaki disclosed the 
new offer as talks were still 
Underway between key 
Cabinet secretaries and 
GOP senators at a crucial 
stage toward a deal. Skep- 
ticism had been rising on 
all sides amid complaints 
about the lack of signifi- 
cant movement off the 
opening bids. Republicans 
had offered a $568 billion 
olan. 

"This Proposal exhibits a will- 
ingness to come down in 
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size," she said at the press 
briefing. 

According to ad memo ob- 
tained by The Associated 
Press, the administration is 
cutting more than $550 bil- 
lion from the president's ini- 
tial offer. 

But the memo makes clear 
Biden Is not interested in the 
Republicans’ idea of hav- 
ing consumers pay for the 
new investments through 
tolls, gas taxes or other fees. 
Instead, the administration 
is sticking with his proposal 
to raise the corporate tax 
to pay for the new invest- 
ment, which Is a red line for 
Republicans. 

“Our approach should en- 
sure that corporations are 
paying their fair share,” 
said the memo from the 
administration's negotia- 


tors fo the GOP senators. 
Continued on next page 





Italian Sausage(Beet/Pork 


= 








—_ hy = 
| Lm . Be 
n “ ; = 
. 
ee. 
— i 5 oe 
ri, er 
/ i | 
| ih : #, re 
1 oy ras y 

i ri c eye i Li 9 i me 

i ot i r — . r . ‘ | i sate laa 

| 7 i Ty we = bet er a Pe ee Tol 

3 -s = * i" | a “ == = : 
7 = = e 5 _ L a 1 J 
—— se 7 ae, AS i hh 
1 ' ¥ —i -. ~ 
r od t = 

. | ut a " j 
7 | | 1 
| | ' 
a : ‘ 


ee | 


us _ - a+ bait L 
SS eerrerrrrr TT TT — 
a ita tl al is = L. 


a —— 


A concrete pump frames the Capitol Dome during renovations and repairs to Lower Senate Park 
on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, May 18, 2021. 


Associated Press 
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“Offer is valid from 21 - 27 May 2021 and while supplies last. All prices are in US dollars ($) 
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Testing Center 
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Antigen Test: $50 | 
PCR Test also available 


All-you-can-eat 
brunch buffet with all 
your favorites! 


SUNDAY 
11:00 am to 2:00 pm 





"Kids 12 and under hall price. Taxes not included |} 








District of Columbia Mayor Muriel Bowser, left, and Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg, right, visit the Frederick Douglass Me- 





morial Bridge construction site in together with Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh, in southeast Washington, Wednesday, May 19, 2021. 


Continued from Front 

The White House and Re- 
publican senators have 
been in talks ever since 
Biden met with a core 
group of Republican ne- 
gotiators over the possibil- 
ity of working together on 
an infrastructure plan. The 
White House disoatched 
the transportation and 
commerce secretaries and 
top aides to Capitol Hill to 
meet with the Republicans 
earlier this week, and they 
had a follow up video-call 
Friday. 

The more than hour-long 
meeting was constructive 
and hopeful, said two ad- 
ministration officials grant- 
ed anonymity to discuss 
the private talks. 

But Republicans dismissed 
the new White House offer 
as "disappointing, accord- 
ing to a GOP aide familiar 
with the meeting and per- 
mitted anonymity to dis- 
CuSss If. 

The Republicans viewed 
the changed approach as 
"very marginal movement" 
on the topline and without 
much difference in policy, 
the aide said. 
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The slog of the negotiations 
is certain to mean new 
worries from Democrats 
that time Is slipping to strike 
a compromise. The presi- 
dent's team is holding to a 
soft Memorial Day dead- 
line it had set to determine 
whether a deal was within 
reach. 

Psaki said the new pro- 
posal drops the president's 
proposed expenditures 
on broadband as well as 
roads, bridges and other 
major investments to meet 
the Republicans’ lower 
level. She said the admin- 
istration's proposal also in- 
volved ‘shifting investments 
in research and develop- 
ment, supply chains, man- 
Ufacturing and small busi- 
ness’ out of the infrastruc- 
ture talks, since they could 
be considered elsewhere, 
noting in Endless Frontiers 
Act, which is a separate bi- 
partisan bill pending in the 
senate. 

But Psaki said the presi- 
dent's team Is still Pushing 
for investments in new vet- 
erans hospitals, rail proj- 
ects and green energy in- 
vestments to fight climate 


change that Republicans 
have excluded from their 
offers. 

In all, the White House cut 
broadband from $100 bil- 
lion to $65 billion, as Re- 
oublicans proposed. It also 
reduced road and bridges 
spending by $39 billion, 
from $159 billion to $120 bil- 
lion, to move closer to the 
GOP's proposal of $48 bil- 
lion in new funds. 
Removing the research 
and development funds 
would cut a whopping 
$480 billion, the aides said. 
The White House charac- 
terized the GOP's _ initial 
$568 billion "Roadmap" pro- 
posal as amounting to an 
estimated $175 billion to 
$225 billion in "new invest- 
ment, above current levels 
Congress has traditionally 
funded," according to the 
memo. 

The GOP senators have not 
oublicly disclosed their lat- 
est offer. 

Securing a vast infrastruc- 
ture plan is Biden's top pri- 
ority as he seeks to make 
good on his campaign 
pledge to "build back bet- 
ter' in the aftermath of the 
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coronavirus crisis and the 
economic churn from a 
shifting economy. With nar- 
row Democratic majorities 
in the House and Senate, 
the president is reaching 
out to Republicans for sup- 
port on a potentially bi- 
partisan approach rather 
than relying simply on his 
own party fo muscle the 
proposal to passage. But 
Republicans are refusing 
Biden's idea of a corporate 
tax increase to pay for the 
package. 

Senate Republican lead- 
er Mitch McConnell said 
Thursday on Fox News that 
higher taxes on corpo- 
rations or the wealthiest 
Americans are nonstarters. 
Republicans are unwilling 
to undo the 2017 tax cuts, 
the party's signature do- 
mestic accomplishment 
Under President Donald 
Trump. They reduced the 
corporate rate from 35% to 
21%. Biden proposes lifting 
the corporate tax to 28%. 
"If they're willing to settle 
on target a _ infrastructure 
bill without revisiting the 
2017 tax bill we'll work with 
them," McConnell told 
Fox's Larry Kudlow, a former 
Trump adviser. But McCCon- 
nell, R-Ky., said a package 
topping §$2 trillion or more "is 
not going to have any Re- 
publican support." 

The new offer from the 
White House was intended 
to make a good faith ef- 
fort at compromise, and to 
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orod Republicans to put a 
more substantive counter- 
offer on the table, the offi- 
cials said. 

In earlier talks, latest offer 
from GOP. lawmakers left 
some dismay in the admin- 
istration that there wasn't 
more movement from their 
initial $568 billion proposal. 
The White House's hopes for 
a bipartisan deal on infra- 
structure have cooled but 
they have not abandoned 
the effort, one of the offi- 
cials said. 

Biden has reveled in the 
face-to-face negotia- 
tions, aides said, and has 
expressed hope to bring 
Republicans along. West 
Wing officials have been 
hearted by the public com- 
ments made by some of 
the GOP negotiating team, 
including Capito, the offi- 
cial said. 

But the outward talks of 
progress have not translat- 
ed into the two sides get- 
ting much closer to a deal. 
Beyond the significant gap 
in the two sides’ visions for 
the size of the package, 
there has been little discus- 
sion of how to reach an 
agreement on how to pay 
for if. 

One GOP senator in the 
talks suggested tapping 
Unspent funds from the 
massive COVID-19 — aid 
package to help pay for 
the infrastructure invest- 
ment. Other funds could be 
tapped from uncollected 
tax revenues or public-pri- 
vate partnerships. 

One strategy that had 
gained momentum would 
be for Biden to negotiate 
a more limited, traditional 
infrastructure bill of roads, 
highways, bridges and 
broadband as a_ biparti- 
san effort. Then, Democrats 
could try to muscle through 
the remainder of Biden's 
priorities on climate invest- 
ments and the so-called 
human — infrastructure’ of 
child care, education and 
hospitals on their own. 

But, administration aides 
believe, if such an ‘infra- 
structure only" bipartisan 
deal is far smaller than 
Biden's original proposal, 
the White House risks a re- 
belllon from Democrats 
who could claim that the 
oresident made a bad deal 
and missed the moment to 
pass a sweeping, transfor- 
mational package.) 
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Wyoming senator discloses impregnating 14-year-old at 18 


CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) — 
Wyoming state Sen. An- 
thony Bouchard, a Repub- 
lican trying to unseat U.S. 
Rep. Liz Cheney next year, 
disclosed that he impreg- 
nated a 14-year-old girl 
when he was 18, describ- 
ing the relationship as "like 
the Romeo and Juliet" story 
and saying it was coming 
to light because of "dirty 
politics." 

Bouchard initially disclosed 
what he described as a 
typical teenage relation- 
ship in a Facebook Live vid- 
eo To supporters Thursday. 
He later confirmed the girl's 
age to the Casper Star-Tri- 
bune. 

"So, bottom line, it's a story 
when | was young, two 
teenagers, girl gets preg- 
nant," he said in the video. 
“Youve heard those sto- 
ries before. She was a little 
younger than me, so It's like 
the Romeo and Juliet story." 
Bouchard married the girl 
when she was 15 and he 


was 19, when both were 


living in Florida. They di- 
vorced three years later, he 
told the newspaper. 
Bouchard's ex-wife killed 
herself when she was 20, 
he said. Online records list 
a woman with her name 
as being buried at a Jack- 
sonville, Florida, cemetery 
in 1990. 

The newspaper chose not 
to identify the woman. 
Bouchard did not immedi- 
ately return a phone call by 
The Associated Press seek- 
ing comment. 

Kristen Schwartz, executive 
director for the Wyoming 
Coalition Against Domes- 
tic Violence and Sexual 
Assault said laws exist to 
protect young people in- 
volved in these situations. 
‘There's a reason we have 
laws against sexual abuse 
of a minor and it's because 
the brain of a 14-year-old 
is not developed enough 
to make mature decisions 
about sex and sexuality,” 
Schwoariz said. 

Schwartz added that fram- 





In this Jan. 12, 2021, file photo, Sen. Anthony Bouchard, R-Chey- 
enne, chats with Wyoming State Troopers while taking a break 
during a virtual session of the 66th Wyoming Legislature inside 
the Senate chamber in Cheyenne, Wyo. 


ing If as Romeo and Juliet is 
wrong. 

"Any language that would 
minimize things that are a 
crime is harmful. It's harmful 
to survivors and It's harmful 
to our greater community,” 
she said. 

Bouchard Is among at least 
eight Republicans running 
against Cheney in 2022 


Associated Press 


after her vote to impeach 
former President Donald 
Trump for the Jan. 6 insur- 
rection at the U.S. Capitol. 
Bouchard said he decided 
to post the video to get 
ahead of a story about his 
previous marriage. In the 
video, Bouchard’ claims 
an unnamed reporter and 
Qa "political opposition re- 


search company were 
driving the effort together. 
Bouchard said he didn't 
think Cheney was involved 
in the disclosure and 
Cheney spokesman = Jer- 
emy Adler denied any in- 
volvement. 

Bouchard and the girl were 
able to legally marry be- 
cause Florida at the time al- 
lowed marriage at any age 
with a judge's approval if a 
pregnancy was involved 
and a parent consented. 
"A lot of pressure. Pressure 
to abort a baby. | got to 
tell you. | wasn't going to 
do it, and neither was she," 
Bouchard said. "And there 
was pressure to have her 
banished from their family. 
Just pressure. Pressure to go 
hide somewhere. And the 
only thing | could see as the 
right thing to do was to get 
married and take care of 
him." His son has become 
"almost" estranged from 
him after making "some 
wrong choices in his life," 
Bouchard said.L) 


CNN: Trump Justice Department seized reporter Paene records 


By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Trump administration Jus- 
tice Department secretly 
obtained the 2017 phone 
records of a CNN corre- 
soondentf, the network 
said Thursday in revealing 
the existence of another 
apparent leak investiga- 
tion aimed at identifying a 
journalist's sources. 

The revelation comes two 
weeks after The Washing- 
ton Post disclosed that the 
Justice Department had 
last year seized phone re- 
cords belonging to three 
of its journalists who cov- 
ered the Russia investiga- 
tion. 

CNN said the Justice De- 
partment informed Pen- 
tagon correspondent 
Barbara Starr in a May 13 
letter that it had obtained 
ohone and email records 
covering a two-month pe- 
riod between June 1 and 
July sol 2Ol7, 

"CNN strongly condemns 
the secret collection of 
any aspect of a journalist's 
correspondence, which is 


clearly protected by the 
First Amendment," CNN 
President Jeff Zucker said 
in a statement published 
by the network. "We are 
asking for an immediate 
meeting with the Justice 
Department for an expla- 
nation." 

The Justice Department 
confirmed that the records 
were formally sought last 
year, though it did not re- 
veal anything else about 
the investigation and what 
story might pertain to. CNN 
said that in the two-month 
period listed in the letter, 
Starrs reporting included 
stories on Syria and AT- 
ghanistan and coverage 
Ciel Salih yO enOnsr iia 
North Korea that were be- 
ing offered to President 
Donald Trump. 

"The records at issue relate 
to 2017 and the legal pro- 
cess to seek these records 
was approved in 2020," Jus- 
tice Department spokes- 
man Anthony Coley said in 
a statement. “Department 
leadership will soon meet 
with reporters to hear their 
concerms about recent no- 


tices and further convey 
Attorney General (Merrick) 
Garland's staunch support 
of and commitment to 
a free and independent 
oress.. 

The letter indicated that 
ine government soughi 
records of Starr's Pentagon 
ohone extension, the CNN 
Pentagon booth phone 
number and her home 
and cellphone records. 
The government also said 
it had obtained "non-con- 
tent information" from her 
emails, which would _ in- 
clude information about 
the senders and recipients 
but not the actual content 
of the communications. 
The Justice Department 
Under former Attorney 
General Eric Holder an- 
nounced revised guide- 
lines for obtaining records 
from the news media dur- 
Ing criminal leak investiga- 
tions, removing language 
that news organizations 
said was ambiguous and 
requiring additional levels 
of review before a journal- 
ist could be subpoenaed. 
The updated policy was 














, JUSTICE. 


In this May 14, 2013, file photo, the Department of Justice 
headquarters building in Washington is photographed early in 


the morning. 


a response fo outrage 
among news organizations 
over Obama administra- 
tion tactics seen as overly 
aggressive and hostile to- 
ward newsgathering. 
Bruce Brown, the executive 
director of the Reporters 
Committee for Freedom 
of the Press, said Thursday 
that the phone record sei- 
zure amounted fo a “big 
story that just got bigger." 
"That a journalist from an- 
other news organization 
had communications re- 


Associated Press 


cords seized by the Trump 
Justice Department sug- 
gests that the last admin- 
istration's efforts to intrude 
into reporter-source rela- 
tionshios and. chill news- 
gathering is more sweep- 
ing than we originally 
thought," Brown said. 

He called for the Justice 
Department to explain ex- 
actly what happened and 
“how it plans to strengthen 
protections for the free 
flow of information to the 
Oublic."q 
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New York Attorney General Letitia James addresses a news 
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NY AG: Cuomo probe will ‘conclude 
when if concludes’ 


ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New 
York Attorney General Le- 
titia James said Friday that 
an ongoing § investigation 
surrounding Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo will “conclude 
when it concludes," and 
said she has ignored criti- 


cism from his top aide that 
the probe Is politically mo- 
tivated. 

James told reporters the 
ongoing investigation into 
whether the governor 
sexually harassed women, 
including female employ- 


conference at her office, in New York, Friday, May 21, 2021. 
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Beach Out Resort 


since 19/7 
Job Opportunity 


roller — Aruba Beach Club Resort 


troller at the Aruba Beach Club Resort reports to the General Manager and the Treasurer of the Board of Directors. 
The Controller oversees all accounting and finance activity for the resort. 


Position Profile 


Lead, assist and monitor the accounting and finance team in timely and accurate processing of all financial data 
and producing financial and management reports. 

Interpret and analyze financial reports, track business performance, and advise the General Manager, Department 
Managers, and Board of Directors on financial, operational, and administrative improvements. 

Analyze discrepancies between plans/budgets and actual results. Adjust planning as needed to assist in the 
achievement of the resort's goals according to the business plan. 

Report financial information in an accurate and timely manner to internal and external customers (management 
team, Board of Directors, tax authorities, Central Bank, audit firm). 


Implement and maintain internal control policies and procedures throughout the resort to ensure the safeguarding | 


of the resort's assets. 

Implement and maintain accounting and finance department procedures. 

Initiate process improvements to improve efficiency and effectiveness of the department's operation. Work with 
department managers and advise the General Manager and Board of Directors of process improvement 
opportunities throughout the resort's operations to improve profitability. 

Coordinate audits by the resort's audit firm, tax authorities, Central Bank, etc. 


Position Requirements 


Bachelor’s degree in Accounting or Financial Management or equivalent 

Minimum of 7 years of experience in a similar position in hospitality industry 

Sage Accounting, Excel, Word, and PowerPoint proficiency along with experience with integrated resort and 
timeshare information systems 

Fluent in English, Spanish, Dutch and Papiamento 

Time management and supervisory skills 

Responsible, detailed and a person of integrity 

Flexible in working hours 

Excellent interpersonal and communication skills 


The Aruba Beach Club Resort is a world class timeshare resort which, as the first of its kind in the Caribbean, provides 
Aruban style excellent service to its members and guests. We offer competitive salary and benefit packages. Submit your 


application, including cover letter and resume, via e-mail to marilyngaliano. 
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ees, Is ‘very thorough and 
comprehensive.’ Her of- 
fice Is also probing whether 
Cuomo illegally used state 
resources to write and pro- 
mote his COVID-19 lead- 
ership book, for which the 
Democrat is set to earn 
over $5 million. 

‘I'm not going to respond 
to any personal attacks 
on me and/or my office," 
James said at her New York 
City office Friday. "| deal 
with over 1,800 employees 
who are professional. We 
come to work each and 
every day focusing on the 
law and the facts, and poli- 
tics stops at the door. "Any- 
thing other than that, obvi- 
ously | ignore." 

Cuomo is facing allegations 
that he abused his power 
by Inappropriately touch- 
ing and sexually harassing 
women who worked with 
him or met him elsewhere. 
Accusations range from 
groping under a woman's 
shirt and planting unwant- 
ed kisses, to asking Unwel- 
come personal questions 
about sex and dating — 
including whether an em- 
ployee would have sex 
with an older man. 

James launched the sexual 
harassment probe in early 
March, after Cuomo initially 
tried to choose who would 
lead the investigation into 
the allegations. Cuomo 
then allowed James to 
choose two independent 
attorneys to lead it instead. 
For weeks, Cuomo and his 
supporters in the state Leg- 
islature have called for the 
public to await the results 
of James' investigation be- 
fore judging the governor. 
By mid-April, state Comp- 
troller Tom DiNapoli issued 
a letter authorizing James 
to open a criminal inquiry 
into Cuomo's book deal 
as media outlets reported 
on aides who helped edit 
drafts and print manv- 
scripts. Her office later ac- 
knowledged an "ongoing 
investigation." 

Cuomo's sookesperson 
and senior adviser Rich Az- 
zopardi blasted DiNapoli's 
letter and claimed James 
and DiNapoli, both Demo- 
crats, have expressed inter- 
est in unseating Cuomo.) 
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Palestinians s see > victory | in Gaza lruce as lee warns Hamas 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 
— Palestinians rallied by the 
thousands Friday after a 
cease-fire took effect in the 
latest Gaza war, with many 
viewing it as a costly but 
clear victory for the Islamic 
militant group Hamas. Israel 
vowed fo respond with a 
“new level of force” to fur- 
ther hostilities. 

The 11-day war left more 
than 250 dead — the vast 
majority Palestinians — and 
brought widespread dev- 
astation to the already im- 
poverished Hamas-ruled 
Gaza Strip. But the rocket 
barrages that brought life 
to a standstill in much of 
Israel were seen by many 
Palestinians as a bold re- 
sponse to perceived Israeli 
abuses in Jerusalem, the 
emotional heart of the con- 
flict. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu warned 
against further attacks, say- 
ing, “If Hamas thinks we will 
tolerate a drizzle of rockets, 
it is wrong.” He vowed to 
resoond with “a new level 
of force” against aggres- 
sion anywhere in Israel. 

The Israeli leader, who is 
facing criticism from his 
hawkish base for ending 
the offensive prematurely, 
said Israel had done “dar- 
ing and new things, and this 
without being dragged into 
Unnecessary adventures.” 
He added that Israeli forc- 
es had caused “maximum 
damage to Hamas with a 
minimum of casualties in 
Israel.” 

He said Israeli strikes killed 
more than 200 militants, 
including 25 senior com- 
manders, and hit more than 
100 kilometers (60 miles) of 
militant tunnels. Hamas and 
the Islamic Jihad militant 
group have only acknowl- 
edged 20 fighters killed. 
The Gaza Health Ministry 
says at least 243 Palestin- 
ians were killed, including 
66 children, with 1,910 peo- 
ple wounded. If does not 
differentiate between fight- 
ers and civilians. Twelve 
people were killed in Israel, 
all but one of them civilians, 
including a 5-year-old boy 
and 16-year-old girl. 

The truce faced an early 
test when clashes broke 
out between Palestinian 
protesters and Israeli police 
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Palestinians inspect the destroyed building housing the offices of The Associated Press and other 
media, after it was hit last week by Israeli airstrike, in Gaza City, Friday, May 21, 2021. 
Associated Press 


following Friday prayers at 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque com- 
pound, a flashpoint holy 
site in Jerusalem sacred to 
Jews and Muslims. Clashes 
there earlier this month 
were one of the main trig- 
gers for the war. 

If was unclear what 
sparked Friday’s violence. 
Police fired stun grenades 
and tear gas, and Pales- 
tinians hurled rocks after 
hundreds took part in a 
celebratory demonstration 
in which they waved Pales- 
tinian and Hamas flags and 
cheered the militant group. 
Israeli police said they ar- 
rested 16 people. Protest- 
ers also clashed with Israeli 
troops in parts of the occu- 
pied West Bank, which has 
seen violent demonstra- 
tions in recent days linked 
to Jerusalem and Gaza. 
Thousands took to the 
streets of Gaza as the 
cease-fire took hold at 2 
a.m. Young men waved 
Palestinian and Hamas 
flags, passed out sweets, 
honked horns and set off 
fireworks. Celebrations also 
broke out overnight in east 
Jerusalem and across the 
occupied West Bank. Israel 
captured all three territo- 
ries in the 1967 war and the 
Palestinians want them for 
their future state. 

An open-air market in 
Gaza City that was closed 
throughout the war re- 
opened, and = shoppers 
stocked up on fresh toma- 
toes, cabbage and water- 
melons. Workers in orange 


traffic vests swept up rub- 
ble from surrounding roads. 
“Life will return, because 
this is not the first war, and 
it will not be the last war,” 
said shoo owner Ashraf 
Abu Mohammad. “The 
heart is in pain, there have 
been disasters, families 
wioed from the civil regis- 
try, and this saddens us. But 
this is our fate in this land, to 
remain patient.” 

There was little to celebrate 
in the hard-hit northern 
town of Beit Hanoun. Resi- 
dents, many of whom had 
lost loved ones, surveyed 
wrecked homes. 

“We see such huge de- 
struction here, it’s the first 
time in history we've seen 
this,” said Azhar Nsair. “The 
cease-fire is for pbeople who 
didn’t suffer, who didn’t 
lose their loved ones, whose 
homes were not bombed.” 
Rescue workers were still re- 
covering bodies from areas 
that had been too danger- 
ous fo enter. Five were col- 
lected Friday in the south- 
ern Gaza town of Khan 
Younis, including that of a 
3-year-old, the Red Cres- 
cent emergency service 
said. 

Like the three previous wars, 
the latest round of fighting 
ended inconclusively. Israel 
claimed it inflicted heavy 
damage on Hamas but 
once again was unable to 
halt the rockets. 

Hamas also claimed vic- 
tory but faces the daunting 
challenge of rebuilding in 
a territory already suffer- 


ing from high unemploy- 
ment and a coronavirus 
outbreak, and from years 
of blockade by Egypt and 
Israel. 

The fighting began May 
10, when Hamas militants 
in Gaza fired long-range 
rockets toward Jerusalem. 
The barrage came after 
days of clashes between 
Palestinian protesters and 
Israeli police at Al-Aqsa. 
Heavy-handed police tac- 
tics at the Compound, and 
the threatened eviction of 
dozens of Palestinian fami- 
lies by Jewish settlers had 
inflamed tensions. 
Competing claims to Je- 
rusalem, one of the most 
volatile issues in the de- 
cades-old conflict, have 
repeatedly triggered bouts 
of violence. 

The cease-fire was bro- 
kered by neighboring Egypt 
after the U.S. pressed Israel 
to wind down the offensive. 
U.S. Secretary of State Ant- 
ony Blinken plans fo visit the 
region “to discuss recovery 
efforts and working togeth- 
er to build better futures for 
Israelis and Palestinians.” 
the State Department said. 
Hamas and other militant 
groups fired over 4,000 
rockets at Israeli cities. Doz- 
ens landed as far north as 
the bustling commercial 
capital of Tel Aviv. 

Israel, meanwhile, carried 
out hundreds of airstrikes. 
A senior Israeli army official 
said Israel hit 1,600 “military 
targets” during the 11-day 
conflict. 


The United States, Israel’s 
closest and most important 
ally, initially backed what 
it said was Israel's right to 
self-defense against indis- 
criminate rocket fire. But 
as fighting dragged on 
and deaths mounted, the 
Americans increasingly 
oressured Israel fo stop the 
offensive. 

President Joe Biden wel- 
comed the cease-fire. He 
said the U.S. was commit- 
ted to helping Israel replen- 
ish its supply of interceptor 
missiles and to working with 
the internationally recog- 
nized Palestinian Authority 
not Hamas to provide hu- 
manitarian aid to Gaza. 
Netanyahu faced heavy 
criticism from members 
of his hawkish, nationalist 
base. Gideon Saar, a for- 
mer ally who leads a small 
party opposed to the prime 
minister, called the cease- 
fire “embarrassing.” 

Itamar Ben Gvir, head of 
the far-right Jewish Power 
party, told Israeli TV's Chan- 
nel 13 that, with the cease- 
fire, the government “spat 
in the face of residents of 
southern Israel,” and said it 
should topple Hamas and 
reoccupy Gaza. 

IN a potentially damaging 
develooment for the Israeli 
leader, the Palestinian mili- 
tants claimed Netanyahu 
had agreed to halt further 
Israeli actions at the Al Agsa 
Mosque and to call off the 
planned evictions of Pales- 
tinians in the nearby Sheikh 
Jarrah neighborhood. An 
Egyptian official said only 
that tensions in Jerusalem 
“will be addressed.) 
Some 58,000 Palestinians 
sought shelter in crowded 
U.N. schools amid a coro- 
navirus outbreak. Thou- 
sands returned to. their 
homes as the truce took 
hold. 

The fighting dealt another 
blow to Gaza's already 
decrepit infrastructure. 
The small coastal territory, 
home to more than 2 mil- 
lion Palestinians, has been 
Under an_Israeli-Egyptian 
blockade since Hamas 
seized power from forces 
loyal to Palestinian Presi- 
dent Mahmoud Abbas in 
2007, confining his authority 
to parts of the West Bank. 
L) 
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Spain returns 6,600 to Morocco, families look for loved ones 


Associated Press 

CEUTA, Spain (AP) — Of- 
ficials in Ceuta, a Spanish 
enclave in North Africa, 
have been flooded with 
calls from Moroccan par- 
ents after hundreds of chil- 
dren and teenagers were 
swept up in a diplomatic 
storm between Spain and 
Morocco over migration. 
Mabel Deu, a spokesper- 
son for the autonomous 
city, said Friday a hotline set 
Uo Thursday had received 
4,400 calls from desperate 
relatives seeking informa- 
tion. 

So. far, authorities have 
confirmed 438 UNQC- 
companied minors were 
among more than 8,000 
people who arrived in Ceu- 
ta from Morocco between 
Monday and Wednesday 
by scaling a border fence 
or swimming around it. So- 
cial service workers were 
checking the ages of many 
more young people who 
are in shelters or roaming 
the streets, Deu said. 

“Our goal is that they re- 
unite with their parents as 
soon as possible because 
we understand the anguish 
and worry of many fami- 
lies who don't know where 
their children are,” she said. 
Morocco has already taken 
back over 6,600 of the mi- 
grants who made it to Ceu- 
ta, Spanish authorities said. 
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Entering the city put them 
in EUropean Union territory, 
and hundreds of thousands 
of asylum-seekers attempt 
to reach Europe from ATf- 
rica each year. 

Many of the worried rela- 
tives calling the hotline are 
just a few miles across the 
border, in the Moroccan 
city of Fnideq. But steoped- 
up vigilance along an 
8-kilometer-long (5-mile- 
long) border and the over- 
whelmed resources on the 
Spanish side making the re- 
Unions difficult. 
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Migrants take shelter inside an abandoned building in the Spanish enclave of Ceuta, Friday, May 


Fatima Zohra told The As- 
sociated Press that other 
girls pushed her 14-year-old 
daughter to cross the bor- 
der without her mother’s 
knowledge. Zohra = said 
she spotted her daughter 
in photos from inside the 
warehouse where Spanish 
officials are keeping the 
minors while they process 
them. 

“Please helo me find my 
daughter,” she said. “We 
always provided for her. 
We have money. Her father 
works in a private cCompa- 





Associated Press 
ny.” 
Spain is legally obliged to 
care for young migrants 
until their relatives can be 
located or until they turn 
18. Authorities are deciding 
where in the Spanish main- 
land to distribute 260 of the 
minors already in Ceuta 
before the latest surge. 
But reunions are also prov- 
ing difficult to bring about, 
Deu said. Some children 
told social services they 
really want to stay, even 
against their parents’ wish- 
es. Others can't get home 
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SOON enough. 

“| want to leave this place. 
| don’t want Ceuta. | want 
Morocco,” AP reporters 
heard a girl crying at a one 
center 

Save The Children, an in- 
ternational non-profit, said 
speeding up the return of 
the minors should be done 
on a case-by-case basis, 
Upholding the child's safety 
and interests above every- 
thing else. 

The humanitarian — crisis 
started as Morocco and 
Spain were at odds over 
Spain agreeing to provide 
COVID-19 care to a promi- 
nent Sahrawi leader fight- 
ing for the independence 
of Western Sahara, a ter- 
ritory once under Spanish 
control that Morocco an- 
nexed in the 1970s. 

While blaming Spain for 
creating a diplomatic dis- 
pute by hospitalizing the 
leader of the Polisario Front, 
Moroccan authorities have 
denied that they encour- 
aged this week's mass mi- 
grant crossings to Ceuta. 
Witnesses and reporters, 
including AP’s, have de- 
scribed seeing the border 
guard relax controls. But 
at least two Moroccan of- 
ficials have separately at- 
tributed the massive surge 
to favorable weather or 
troops being tired following 
Ramadan celebrations.) 





Nicaragua government opponent meets with prosecutors 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua 
(AP) — Nicaraguan jour- 
nalist Cristiana Chamorro, 
daughter of a former presi- 
dent and a potential chal- 
lenger to President Daniel 
Ortega, met with authori- 
ties Friday regarding alle- 
gations of money launder- 
ING. 

The previous day, national 
police raided the offices 
of the Violeta Barrios de 
Chamorro Foundation for 
Reconciliation and Democ- 
racy, the nongovernmen- 
tal organization named af- 
ter her mother and led by 
Chamorro until recently, as 
well as the offices of the in- 
dependent news outlet run 
by her brother Carlos Fer- 
nando Chamorro. 

Cristiana Chamorro met 
with officials at the Interior 





Cristiana Chamorro, former director of the Violeta Barrios de 
Chamorro Foundation for Reconciliation and Democracy, 

and daughter of a former president, arrives at the public 
Ministry where she was called for a meeting to explain alleged 
“inconsistencies” in financial reports filed with the government 
between 2015 and 2019 in Managua, Nicaragua, Friday, May 
21, 2021. 


Ministry Thursday and on 
Friday entered the public 
prosecutor's offices. Her 
lawyer was not allowed fo 


Associated Press 


accompany her. 

“| come with my head held 
high to defend Nicara- 
guans, because this is not 


an accusation against Cris- 
tlana Chamorro; If is an ac- 
cusation against all Nicara- 
guans who want democ- 
racy and want a change in 
the system in the next elec- 
tions,” she said, surrounded 
by journalists. Several politi- 
cal opposition leaders said 
Friday police kept them 
from leaving their homes to 
go support Chamorro. 

The Nicaraguan govern- 
ment announced Thursday 
that Chamorro was under 
investigation for alleged 
financial irregularities and 
money laundering related 
to the foundation. 

Cristiana Chamorro has not 
ruled out the possibility of 
running for president in the 
Nov. 7 elections. In January, 
she stepped down from 
her role at the foundation. 


A month later, it closed its 
operations in Nicaragua 
after passage of a “foreign 
agents” law that aimed 
to track foreign funding of 
organizations operating in 
the country. She said the 
new accusations are Orte- 
ga's attempt to keep her 
out of the race, in which he 
is seeking his fourth consec- 
utive presidential term. 
Nicaragua’s Supreme Elec- 
toral Council and congress 
have been narrowing the 
space for maneuver for the 
country’s opposition. 

On Tuesday, the council 
cancelled the legal status 
of the Democratic Resto- 
ration Party, which was ex- 
pected to potentially be a 
vehicle for an opposition 
coalition bid against Orte- 
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DJIBO, Burkina Faso (AP) 
— When the jihadis start- 
ed coming to the town in 
northern Burkina Faso just 
to buy food and not kill 
people nervous residents 
didn’t know what fo think. 
“We don't know if If is a 
pause in fighting or if it will 
resume. We are just wait- 
ing,’ said one resident of 
Djibo, the arid, remote 
town regarded as the cur- 
rent epicenter of the coun- 
try’s extremist violence. 
While Burkina Faso’s gov- 
ernment never confirmed 
negotiating with Islamic ex- 
tremists, others said the lull 
in fighting earlier this year 
was a sign that a cease-fire 
of sorts had been reached 
with the militants blamed 
for thousands of deaths in 
recent years. 

Now, though, there are 
growing signs that that 
truce might be short-lived. 
While Djibo remains rela- 
tively calm, fighting has 
surged across the country. 
More than 50 people died 
in multiple attacks in a sin- 
gle week in April, including 
two Spanish journalists and 
an Irish conservationist. The 
attacks have continued in 
May. 

Suspected jihadis killed 15 
people attending a bap- 
tism near the town of Tin- 
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Men who were jailed for years on suspicion of being affiliated with Jihadist organisations but 
later released without charges, walk in Djibo town, Burkina Faso, Feb. 18, 2021. 


Akoff, marking the fourth 
time this month that the 
area has been targeted by 
militants. 

“While some factions might 
be negotiating and sticking 
to the agreements, others 
are not and could torpedo 
these negotiations,” said 
Assane Diallo, mediation 
advisor for The Center for 
Humanitarian Dialogue, a 
Swiss-based organization. 
Iskamic extremist violence 
already has left thousands 
dead and displaced more 


than 1 million people in this 
landlocked country that 
had long been spared the 
kind of jihadi violence that 
destabilized neighbors Mali 
and Niger. 

Before presidential elec- 
tions in November, Burkina 
Faso's government began 
quietly negotiating with the 
jihadists wreaking havoc in 
the country, according to 
Qa diplomat, aid workers, 
security analysts and two 
men who say they were 
militants before the tenta- 


Associated Press 


tive cease-fire. 

The secret talks with at least 
one faction of jihadists ac- 
tive in Burkina Faso the al- 
Qaida-linked group known 
as JNIM took place near 
Djibo, the current epicenter 
of the violence. 

The deal included the ji- 
hadis allowing peace- 
ful elections to proceed 
last year in exchange for 
the release of about 100 
prisoners who had been 
detained for years on ac- 
cusations of links to extrem- 


ists. The arrangement also 
allowed for the militants to 
move freely in Djibo so they 
could visit the market and 
family members, accord- 
ing to multiple sources fa- 
miliar with the talks. 

Initially the tentative truce 
appeared to be paying 
off: There was a nearly 50% 
reduction in clashes be- 
tween security forces and 
the jihadis from November 
to January compared to 
the three months prior, ac- 
cording to the Armed Con- 
flict Location & Event Data 
Project. 

Still, there were early signs 
that the government's 
mixed messages were un- 
dermining the deal. One 
man who said he'd fought 
alongside the jihadis said 
there was confusion about 
whether anything had re- 
ally changed. 

“Even if we all put down 
the guns and come back 
to the community, we 
don’t have anything to do. 
We don't have jobs. The 
same army might say that 
we are all delinquents and 
start arresting us again,” 
said the 27-year-old, who 
sooke on condition that AP 
use his ‘nom de guerre,’ 
Mohamed Taoufig, — cit- 
ing fear of government 
recriminations.L] 





China defiant after EU warning over trade agreement 


BEIJING (AP) — China on 
Friday rejected European 
Parliament demands that 
it liff sanctions against Ev- 
ropean Union legislators in 
order to save a trade deal 


between the two sides. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
person Zhao Lijian said the 
sanctions were justified and 
demanded that the Euro- 
pean side “immediately 





In this March 22, 2021, file photo, European Union foreign policy 
chief Josep Borrell speaks during a media conference after a 
meeting of EU foreign ministers at the European Council building 
in Brussels. 


Associated Press 


stop interfering in China's 
internal affairs (and) aban- 
don its confrontational ap- 
oroach.” 

“The unreasonable sanc- 
tions imposed by the EU 
have led to difficulties in 
China-EU relations. That Is 
what China does not want 
to see, and the responsibil- 
ity does not lie with the Chi- 
nese side,” Zhao said at a 
daily briefing. 

The European Parliament 
warned China on Thursday 
it won't ratify a long-await- 
ed business investment 
deal as long as sanctions 
against European Union 
legislators remain in place. 
China made its sanctions 
move after the EU, Britain, 
Canada and the United 
States launched coordi- 
nated sanctions against 
officials in China over hu- 
man rights abuses in the far 


western Xinjiang region. 
Among those targeted 
were five members of the 
European Parliament — 
Reinhard Butikofer, Michael 
Gahler, Raphael Glucks- 
mann, Ilhan Kyuchyuk and 
Miriam Lexmann. 

The investment accord was 
agreed to in principle in 
December and needs law- 
makers’ approval to take 
effect. In addition to the 
lifting of sanctions, legisla- 
tors said they will take into 
account the human rights 
situation in China when de- 
ciding whether to approve 
the deal. The EU hopes the 
agreement, known as CAI, 
will create new investment 
opportunities for European 
companies in China by en- 
suring they can compete 
on an equal footing, and 
helo correct a trade imbal- 
ance. 


China is now the’ EU’s 
second-biggest trading 
partner behind the United 
States, and the bloc Is Chi- 
na’s largest trading partner, 
according to EU figures. 
China and Europe trade on 
average over | billlon euros 
($1.2 billion) a day. 

Zhao reiterated China's 
stance that the agreement 
is a “balanced and win- 
win deal that benefits both 
sides, rather than a gift or 
favor bestowed by one 
side to the other.” 

“China has always been 
sincere in promoting Coop- 
eration between the two 
sides, and we hope that the 
European side will move in 
the same direction as us, 
with less emotional outburst 
and more rational thinking, 
and make the right deci- 
sion in their own interests,” 
Zhao said.LJ 
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Caribbean Shark Coalition Launched to Promote Training, Impact, and 
Collaboration around shark protections in the Greater Caribbean Region 


ORANJESTAD — Caribbean 
Shark Coalition Launched 
to Promote Training, Im- 
pact, and Collaboration 
around shark protections 
in the Greater Caribbean 
Region. 


The Dutch Caribbean 
Nature Alliance (DCNA) 
and Beneath the Waves 
(BTW) have launched the 
Caribbean Shark Codalli- 
tion (CSC), an innovative, 
new platform to bring key 
stakeholders, researchers, 
governments and funders 
together to better collabo- 
rate and scale the impacts 
of science and policy with- 
in the entire Greater Carib- 
bean region. 

Represented are over 45 
new members from NGOs, 
governments, and local 
businesses from 24 coun- 
tries, which have formally 
joined the CSC to build 
capacity around research, 
policy, and education ef- 
forts for these threatened 
species in the region. 

The Caribbean plays a 
key role in advancing the 
global target of protecting 





30% of the worlds’ ocean 
by 2030. Under this vision, 
the CSC has three primary 
goals, which will be carried 
out through collaborative 
work and CSC-member 
projects. Firstly, the CSC 
will foster collaboration in 
shark and ray research, 
policy, and capacity 
building for conservation 
among stakeholders, and 
provide opportunities for 
knowledge transfer and 
data synthesis. The CSC will 
also seek to explore ways 
in. which — transboundary 
protections can be made 
to better safeguard the 
long-term health of shark 
and ray populations. Fi- 
nally, the CSC aims to pro- 
mote a sustainable future 
for these species as well 
as the human livelihoods 
who depend on them, by 
engaging local businesses, 
stakeholders, and private 
sector corporations. 

“This is a historic moment for 
marine conservation efforts 
in the Caribbean,” says 
Tadzio Bervoets, Director 
of DNCA and a founding 
team member at the CSC. 
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“We have been calling for 
transboundary marine pro- 
tections in these waters, as 
we know that these apex 
predators are connecting 
ecosystems, reefs, fisher- 
ies, and nutrients across 
Exclusive Economic Zones. 
The CSC will helo us to find 
and address critical knowl- 
edge gaps around sharks 
and rays in the region, and 
support collaborative re- 
search projects.” 

Dr. Austin Gallagher, Chief 
Scientist of Beneath the 
Waves, shares, “Over the 
years we've had so many 
stakeholders from through- 
out the region express 
their interest in getting en- 
gaged in basic research or 
education around sharks, 
but a lack of resources or 
technical or operational 
expertise limited them from 
taking action. 

He adds, “We hope The 
Coalition can play a role 
in creating that friendly, 
open, and _— supportive 
community those voices 
have been looking for.” 
CSC members represent a 
collection of experts from 
NGOs, local Communities, 
intergovernmental organi- 
zations and governments, 
academia, and policy 
institutes, and local busi- 
nesses, working together 
to advance the study and 
conservation of sharks and 
rays found in the waters 
of the Greater Caribbe- 
an. The CSC will provide 
cross-disciplinary training, 
region-wide assessments, 
and will issue grants fo 
CSC-member projects. The 
CSC will represent the in- 
terests and goals of mem- 
bers and, more broadly, 
sharks and ray species of 
the Caribbean at the UN 
(UNEP-CEP and the Re- 
gional Activity Center for 
the SPAW Protocols of the 
Cartagena Convention), 
IUCN-Caribbean, CITES, 
CMS, CBD, and other inter- 
national gatherings. 

For information visit www. 
caribbeansharks.co 

Photo credit: Sami Kattan 


About Dutch Caribbean 
Nature Alliance 

The Dutch Caribbean Na- 
ture Alliance is a nonprofit 


organization created to 
safeguard nature in the 
Dutch Caribbean through 
supporting Protected Area 
Management Organiza- 
tions. DCNA seeks to con- 
solidate knowledge and 
bridge funding gaps for 
conservation within the 
Dutch Caribbean. DCNA 
maintains a central pillar in 
support, knowledge shar- 
Ing and communication 
between the Dutch Carib- 
bean islands. 


About Beneath the Waves 
Founded in 2013, Beneath 
the Waves is an ocean 
NGO using cutting-edge 
science to advance scien- 
tific discovery and cata- 
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lyze ocean policy, with a 
focus on threatened spe- 
cies and ecosystems. Led 
by a group of established 
and emerging leaders in 
the marine conservation 
world, they have initiatives 
focusing on the conser- 
vation of biodiversity and 
highly migratory species 
such as sharks throughout 
the Atlantic, Caribbean, 
and Pacific Ocean. Their 
work has generated nearly 
100 scientific publications, 
numerous first-ever discov- 
eries, and they have been 
involved in the study and 
conservation of nearly 1 
million square kilometers of 
marine protected areas.) 
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ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to send us your favorite 
vacation picture while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me Is ....... send 
your picture with that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and 
we will publish your vacation memory. Isn't that a spe- 
cial way to keep your best moments alive? Please do 
note: By submitting photos, text or any other materials, 
you give permission to The Aruba Today Newspaper, 
Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated com- 
panies to use said materials, as well as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional purposes without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make you a happy read- 


For today we received a wonderful picture from 
Adam and Wenay, who wrote: 


“Aruba to us Is... a Blessed Island to have so many 
Kind and Courteous people that live on such a In- 
credible Island. Thank you Aruba for making this 
one of my Best Vacation Ever.’LJ 
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Marine News I 


SAVANETA — Defense on 
Aruba is the responsibility 
of the Kingdom of the Neth- 
erlands. The Netherlands 
Military forces that protect 
Aruba include the Royal 
Netherlands Navy, _ the 
Netherlands Marine Corps 
and the Netherlands Coast- 
guard. There is also a small 
indigenous “ArubaanseMi- 
litie” (ARUMIL) of about pla- 
toon strength. All forces are 
stationed at Marines Bar- 
racks Savaneta. Here are 
some activities that have 
been happening lately with 
the marines. 











The Governor of Aruba, his 
Excellency Alfonso Boek- 
houdt, brought a working 
visit on to the Savaneta 
Marine Barracks (MSKSAV)} 
as part of an inauguration 
ceremony in which eight 
soldiers took their oath and 


Get a FREE Alhambra 


T-Shirt when you earn 


250 Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players’ Club card! 


oledged in front of their rel- 
atives as the last step to of- 
ficially join the ARUMAIL. Prior 
to this moment, the military 
followed a six-month train- 
ing in Curacao. After their 
successful completion last 
March, they received their 
caps. After a short further 
training in Aruba they com- 
pleted the process with 
the swearing-in. By taking 
the oath of affirmation the 
military sworn allegiance to 
the King, obedience to the 
laws and submission to the 
military discipline. After the 
ceremony, Governor Boek- 
houdt spoke briefly with 
the sworn in soldiers, after 
















which he was escorted to 
the A-1 for departure from 
the barracks. 

His Excellency Alfonso Boek- 
houdt together with LTKOL- 
MARNS Art van Beekhuizen, 
Commander of the Sava- 
neta Marine Barracks, Is- 
sued a Royal Decree (KB) 
to two Aruban marines, 
Richard F. Kelly and Daniel 
M. Vrolijk. 

Richard F. Kelly received his 
Royal Decree as part of his 
promotion to the military 
personnel of Aruba, from 
First Lieutenant of the Ma- 
rines of Aruba (ELNTMAR- 
NAR), to Captain of the 
Marines of Aruba (KAPT- 
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MARNAR). 

Daniel M. Vrolijk also re- 
ceived his decree as part 
of his appointment as an 
officer in the military per- 
sonnel of Aruba in the rank 
of Second Lieutenant of 
the Marines of Aruba (TLNT- 
MARNAR). 

After the official oresenta- 
tion, the Governor of Aruba 
held an audience with Mr. 
Van Beekhuizen. During the 
audience, Governor Boek- 
houdt was informed about 
various subjects, including 
the trajectory Profession- 
alization Caribbean Mili- 
tia and the Social Training 
trajectory.L] 





Visitors honored at Casa del Mar 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Kimber- 
ley Richardson of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority had the great pleasure to 
honor Aruba’s loyal and friendly 
visitors as Distinguished Visitors and 
Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba. 
The symbolic Distinguished visitor 
certificate is presented on behalf 
of the Minister of Tourism, as a to- 
ken of appreciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba 10 years and more 
consecutively. The Goodwill Am- 
bassador is presented to the guests 
who visit Aruba 20 years and more 
consecutively. 


The honorees were the lovely Cou- 
ple Mr. Paul & Mrs. Pam Hartley 
whom have been visiting the island 


for over 11 years consecutively. 
The Goodwill Ambassador cer- 
tificate went to couple Mr. Peter 
& Mrs. Susan Brown whom have 
been visiting the island for over 25 
years consecutively! 

It is incredibly nice to see that Aru- 
ba has so many loyal visitors and 
that they still choose to travel to 
Aruba even during these unprec- 
edented times! 


This wonderful group of people 
stated that they love the island 
very much, especially for its year- 
round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque sunsets, 
delicious variety of foods, its safe- 
ty, and Aruba’s warm and friendly 


eoBie whom have bpecene like 
family to them. 


Richardson together with the rep- 
resentatives of the Casa Del Mar 
Beach Resort presented the cer- 


tificates to the honorees, 





hand- 
ed over some presents, and also 
thanked them for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation destina- 
tion and as their home-away-from- 
home.) 
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Lui Bee Farm Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Honey bees 
wild and domestic perform 
about 80 percent of all pollina- 
tion worldwide. A single bee 
colony can pollinate 300 mil- 
lion flowers each day. Grains 
are primarily pollinated by the 
wind, but fruits, nuts and veg- 
etables are pollinated by bees. 
Seventy out of the top 100 hu- 
man food crops — which sup- 
ply about 90 percent of the 
world’s nutrition — are pollinat- 
ed by bees. 


Seeing the importance of saving 
the bees Aruba is not staying be- 
hind. We have many people in- 
terested in saving and protecting 
these bees. Many are practicing 
Apiculture which consists of saving 
and protecting the bees with the 
sole purpose to produce honey lo- 
cally. One of these persons is the 
well-known on the island Luis Win- 
terdaal, founder of Lui Bee Farm 
Aruba. 

Luis Winterdaal was born and 
raised in Aruba on October 10th 
1954 in the town of Savaneta. A 
person with great love for the na- 
ture and all animals, Luis started 
working with bees when he was 
only 15 years old. At that time there 
was no special equipment to use 
when working with bees such as 
face masks and smokers. Luis used 
to make his own face protection 
equioment from wired screens 
sewed to a t-shirt. He also cut out 
the legs of his jeans to use them to 
protect his arms and as smoker he 
used cookie cans. 

14 years ago Luis met three young 
people who love bees and saw 


the importance that these bees 
have for humanity: Giles, Jourdan 
and Suyen. With much passion 
and all the patience in the world 
Luis taught these three youngsters 
everything they needed to know 
about bees. From there started the 
idea of the farm. To save and pro- 
tect these bees. They all try fo dem- 
onstrate and teach the people of 
Aruba the importance these bees 
have. Their vision is to save as much 
bees as possible from being killed. 
For more than 45 years Luis has 
been helping out people of Aruba 
to solve any type of bee problems 
at their homes. Luis together with 
Giles, Jourdan and Suyen have 
been all over the island bringing 
their passion and knowledge in or- 
der to save these bees. 


Organic honey 

At Lui Bee farm Aruba they have 
special bee boxes which are filled 
with bees that were rescued from 
different houses and_ locations 
all aground the island. Not always 
when rescuing bees you will find 
honey. Sometimes you will find the 
wax with only baby bees and if 
you are lucky you will find wax filled 
with honey. 

The honey from the boxes at their 
location are not being emptied 
every time. Why? Because of the 
lack of rain on the island, most of 
the time it’s very dry and this can 
be very stressful for the bees. Why 
the stress¢ Because they have to 
make new wax and also in such 
dry period they use honey to feed 
themselves to survive. 

Honey that they produce and sell 
at the farm does not contain any 
chemicals. Their honey goes di- 
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rectly from the wax to the bottles. 
The whole process takes place at 
their own facility. You will encoun- 
ter all tyoes of color of honey on 
the farm from light to black honey. 
Since they depend very much on 
the water/rain for these bees to 
survive the production of see Is 
not consistent. Lui Bee Farm wishes 
to someday be able to produce 
enough honey to distribute to the 
whole island. Honey is very bene- 
ficial to your overall health and Is 
very important for the human be- 
ing. Honey products are daily used 
for as medicine and in many beau- 
Ty products. 

Most of the time bees rescued 
from houses are in swarm or have 
been there for years. Common 
places to find bees are: under the 
roof, on the roof, ceiling, in trees, in 
tires, on the walls, bird cages, un- 
der containers even in septic tanks 
anywhere you can think of is pos- 
sible. They have even been called 
several times by hotels fo remove 
hives from a bedroom or from the 
rooftop. 


At Lui Bee Farm they know how 
important these bees are for our 
environment therefore when assist- 
ing at removing these hives they 
will stay there until they find the 
‘queen’. She naturally is the most 
important for the production of 
the honey. Whenever they find her 
their job is done. 

According to Luis bees in Aruba 
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are not aggressive. If you leave 
them alone and don't disturb them 
they won't attack you. Therefore 
Lui Bee Farm kindly requests you 
to help the bees by putting water 
around the house. Especially dur- 
ing dry seasons. These bees need 
as much flowers and water as pos- 
sible in order to survive. Please do 
not kill them! To Lui Bee Farm a 
world without bees is like a desert 
without water. LL] 


For more information call them 
at +297 593-6694, email luib- 
eefarmaruba@gmail.com — or 
check their Facebook page Lui 
Bee Farm Aruba or follow them 
on Instagram @luibeefarma- 
ruba. 
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Ford CEO: Electric vehicle demand will transform industry 


By TOM KRISHER 

AP Auto Writer 

DEARBORN, Mich. (AP) — 
A new electric version of 
Ford's immensely popular 
F-150 pickup truck might 
just be the catalyst that 
hastens America's transition 
from gasoline to battery- 
oowered vehicles. 

Jim Farley, the company's 
new CEO, calls the intro- 
duction of an electric ver- 
sion of the nation's top- 
selling vehicle a watershed 
moment for Ford as well as 
for the auto industry. The 
new truck, called the F-150 
Lightning and due in show- 
rooms by next spring, will 
be able to travel up to 300 
miles per battery charge 
and tow up fo_ 10,000 
bounds. 

Yet Ford's commitment 
to the EV F-150 is hardly 
without risk. The Company 
soent millions to develop 
the truck at a time when 
sales of electric vehicles 
remain minuscule — just 
2% of the U.S. auto mar- 
ket. Many truck owners 
will be reluctant to switch 
from gasoline engines. And 
there's the distinct possibil- 
ity that at least in the early 
months and perhaps years 
of production, automakers 
could run short of EV bat- 
teries and the scarce pre- 
cious metals needed to 
make them. 

The Associated Press sooke 
recently with Farley about 
electric vehicle sales and 
a global chip shortage that 
has hindered auto produc- 
tion. The interview was ed- 
ited for clarity and length. 


Q: Why is the Lightning so 
important to Ford, and why 
are you offering an electric 
version before other mod- 
els? 

A: We're starting with our 
icons because we know 
the customers the best and 
we can surprise them with 
the best execution. But the 
real key Is the scale. We sell 
1.1 million (F-Series) units a 
year. So these customers 
really trust us. If there's a 
company who's going fo 
take them into an electric 
future, It's Ford. 


Q: You're at a base price 
of roughly $40,000. With a 
$7,500 federal tax credit, 





Jim Farley, Ford Motor Company's chief executive officer, stands next to the company's new Ford 
F-150 Lightning, Wednesday, May 19, 2021, in Dearborn, Mich.Associated Press 


will you be even cheaper 
than a gas-powered F-150? 
A: It's going to be pretty 
close. If depends on the 
specifications. The vehicle 
is faster than a Raptor (F- 
150 high performance gas 
version.) It'll power your 
house for three days or a 
heck of tailgate. We have 
the latest interior technol- 
ogy, over-the-air updates. 
You could argue it's going 
to give the internal com- 
bustion product a heck of 
Qa run. 


Q: How long do you think it 
will be until the majority of 
vehicles you sell are bat- 
tery electric? 

A: A lot of if will deoend on 
government support, the 
infrastructure (charging sta- 
tions) build-out, as well as a 
support for the purchase. 
We have a $7,500 benefit 
still at Ford. So it depends 
on what happens” with 
government policy, and 
whether that tips the scale 
for a lot of customers. It has 
in Europe. China is moving 
fast. We're totally sold out 
with the Mach E (Electric 
SUV). On the West Coast, 
it's already changed quick- 
ly. It'll be a matter of time 
before that sweeps across 
the country. 


Q: You have said the glob- 
al semiconductor — short- 
age will halve your normal 


production in the second 
quarter. Do you see that 
shortage ending this year? 
A: These components are 
a high percentage of our 
build-of-material these 
days, and we cant really 
continue to run just-in-time 
inventory on components 
like this. It's a real game 
changer in how we look 
at our supply chain. We 
are seeing some positive 
indications from chip pro- 
ducers. The big change is 
the Renesas facility (a chip 
factory in Japan that was 
damaged by fire) coming 
back online. As that facil- 
ity ramps up to 100%, we'll 
feel a lot more confident. 
So were not through this. 
I'm not going to give any 
predictions about what the 
second half looks like. 


Q: Does that 50% produc- 
tion loss figure for the sec- 
ond quarter change? 

A: Certainly in the sec- 
ond half we see much less 
impact. We had about 
200,000 units of lost produc- 
tion in the first quarter. The 
second quarter is going to 
be the most difficult. We 
see, conservatively, Gd COu- 
ple of hundred thousand 
Units of risk in the second 
half. 


Q: You've mentioned that 
you may buy chips directly 
from the factories and and 


stockpile them. Is this go- 
ing to change the way Ford 
buys critical parts? 

A: | really do think so. This is 
a really significant event. 
Is not really black swan 
events, Renesas is, but it's 
really more kind of dealing 
with the realities of a differ- 
ent supply chain focused 
on electronic components. 
Silicon is a big part of ev- 
ery vehicle. | do think that 
everything's on the table. 
We've also learned that 
you have to engineer flex- 
ibly for these components. 
You may have to have a 
design on the shelf in case 
something runs lean. 

Q: You have said you may 
move from having huge in- 
ventories on dealer lots to 
an order-from-the factory 
business model? 

A: Most of our customers 
do their shopping online 
now. We just are expand- 
iINg Our e-commerce plat- 
form. There are a couple of 
pieces that are now start- 
ing to come together. The 
first is a reservation system, 
so that people are more 
likely to order what they 
want versus going into the 
dealership and ordering off 
the inventory. We have to 
make it easier. We've done 
that. The next thing Is, our 
order-to-delivery has to im- 
prove. The next thing is very 
large-scale remote pick-up 


and delivery. 


Q: Dealers say that people 
would embrace four weeks 
from order to delivery. Is 
that realistic? 

A: That's about what we see 
in Europe. About 50% of our 
retail Customers in Europe 
order their car. It's some- 
where between four and 
six weeks. It all depends on 
how popular the model ts. 
There's a big benefit for us 
on the cost side and mar- 
keting. But on the F-150, 
with millions and millions of 
combinations, we have to 
do a lot of complexity re- 
duction to pull that off. 


Q: Would | have to pay 
more for my F-150 because 
of this? 

A: The whole system will 
be a lot leaner, and the 
company doesnt have to 
do the public advertising. 
There's a lot of efficiency 
gains that customers really 
don't benefit from today. 
There will be lower costs, 
which we'll pass on to the 
customers. It generally will 
not be a big change for 
customers. | just think they'll 
save a lot of time. 


Q: Ford has plans to build 
its own electric vehicle bat- 
teries. Do you see these as 
being union plants, and will 
they pay as much as jobs 
now do at Ford powertrain 
plants? 

A: Michigan is a good ex- 
ample, where we make 
the F-150. That's a UAW 
plant. VanDyke (in Sterling 
Heights, Michigan) is anoth- 
er one. They're making mo- 
tors for the F-150 electric. 
The jobs are changing. We 
think that by working with 
the government and our 
UAW partners, we can se- 
cure American jobs as we 
move to e-mobility. It's criti- 
cal for our country. It's criti- 
cal for Ford. One of the real 
game-changers in this area 
is (battery) cell production. 
By in-sourcing cells, not just 
motors, Power electronics, 
things like that, we have 
the opportunity to create 
more jobs. 

And although the vehicles 
are 30%-plus more efficient 
to make, by _ in-sourcing 
batteries, we can offset 
that risk.L) 
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This combination of satellite images provided by the National Hurricane Center shows 30 
hurricanes which occurred during the 2020 Atlantic hurricane season. According to a forecast 
by the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration released on Thursday, May 20, 
2021, they expect another busy Atlantic hurricane season for 2021, but it won’t be as crazy as the 


previous year’s record breaker. 


Associated Press 


Experts predict busy Atlantic storm 
season but not like 2020 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer 

The Atlantic hurricane sea- 
son will be busier than nor- 
mal, but it’s unlikely to be 
as crazy as 2020's record- 
shattering year, meteorolo- 
gists said Thursday. 

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra- 
tion forecasted that the 
hurricane season, which 
runs from June through 
November, will see 13 To 
20 named storms. Six to 
10 of those storms will be- 
come hurricanes and three 
to five will be major hurri- 
canes with winds of more 
than 110 mph (177 kilome- 
ters per hour), the agency 
predicted. Since 1990, 
a typical season sees 14 
named storms, seven hur- 
ricanes and three major 
hurricanes a climate nor- 
mal that has increased in 
recent decades. There's a 
60% chance that this hurri- 
cane season will be busier 
than normal and only a 
10% chance it will be below 
normal, NOAA said. 

Lead agency forecaster 
Matthew Rosencrans said 
the season looks to be busy 
because of warmer wa- 
ter, which fuels storms; re- 
duced cross winds that de- 
capitate storms; and more 
seeds of stormy weather 
coming off the coast of 


Africa. There is also no El 
Nino weather event, the 
natural temporary warm- 
ing of the central Pacific 
that squelches Atlantic hur- 
ricane activity, he said. 
Atlantic waters are nearly 
0.68 degrees (0.38 degrees 
Celsius) warmer than nor- 
mal, which is not as hot as 
2020 when they were | de- 
gree (0.56 degrees Celsius) 
above normal, Rosencrans 
said. 

Last year, there were 30 
named storms so many 
that meteorologists ran 
out of names and dipped 
into the Greek alphabet to 
identify them. There were 
14 hurricanes last year, sev- 
en of them major. 

Earlier this year, meteorolo- 
gists decided to ditch the 
Greek alohabet after the 
normal list of names runs 
out, instead creating a 
special overflow list. Seven 
of last year’s storms caused 
more than $1 billion in dam- 
age.As if on cue, stormy 
weather popped up north- 
east of Bermuda this week, 
with the National Hurricane 
Center giving the system 
a 90% chance of becom- 
ing a named storm in the 
next five days. If would be 
called Ana and Is likely to 
be short-lived and keep 
away from land. About 
half the years in the last 


decade have had named 
storms before the June | 
start of hurricane season, 
Rosencrans said. 

Several universities and pri- 
vate weather companies 
also make hurricane sea- 
son forecasts, with all of 
them echoing NOAA's pre- 
dictions. They predicted 16 
to 20 named storms, seven 
to 10 hurricanes and three 
to five major hurricanes. 
“The latest data and fore- 
casts suggest a_ slightly 
more aggressive forecast 
for 2021 is in order, although 
still nothing close to what 
happened in 2020,” said 
Todd Crawford, chief me- 
teorologist at The Weather 
Company, which is fore- 
casting 19 named storms 
and four major hurricanes. 
The Colorado State Univer- 
sity forecast, which is the 
longest-running seasonal 
forecast, cited the same 
reasons as NOAA in pre- 
dicting 17 named storms, 
eight hurricanes and four 
major hurricanes. It says 
there is a 69% that a ma- 
jor hurricane will hit some- 
where in the U.S. coastline 
this season, which Is higher 
than the average of 52% 
for the last century. It gives 
Florida and the Gulf coast 
a nearly 50-50 chance of 
being hit by a major hurri- 
cane. L} 
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Vast Antarctic iceberg could drift through ocean for years 


PARIS (AP) — A vast ice- 
berg that broke off Ant- 
arctica earlier this month 
could drift through the 
ocean for several years be- 


around Antarctica.”L) 


FSDAY. 





fore it breaks up and melts Editor San Nicolas 

away, a scientist from the Caribbean Speed Printers N.V, 

orcpecn Space Agency Aruba Bank N.V. Acc, #332668 ieee 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank WN.V. 


said Friday. 
The iceberg, dubbed A-76, 


Acc.#23951903 


RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 PHARMACY ON DUTY 


is more than 40 times the 
size of Paris, or about 73 
times as big as Manhattan, 
making if the largest cur- 
rently afloat. 

It was first sootted by scien- 
tists at the British Antarctic 
Survey and confirmed by 
the U.S. National lce Center 
UsINg images taken by the 
European Space Agency's 
Sentinel 1A satellite. 

Mark Drinkwater, a senior 
scientist at the soace agen- 
cy, said that while icebergs 
regularly calve from Ant- 
arctic ice shelfs, the region 
where A-76 broke off had 
seen relatively little change 
in recent decades. 

“It’s become a poster child, 
obviously, and there'll be a 
lot of attention on it,” he 
said of the 4,320 square-ki- 
lometer (1,668 square-mile} 
floating island of ice. 

A-76 will eventually es- 
cape from the Weddel Sea 
around Antarctica and 
drift into the South Atlantic, 
but that journey could take 
years, Drinkwater said. 
“We've seen icebergs that 
can last up fo 18 years that 
have been tracked around 
Antarctica if they remain 
in relatively cold waters,” 
he said. “But it’s likely that 
once this thing gets eject- 
ed from the Weddel Sea 
out into the South Atlantic, 
it'll disintegrate fairly quick- 
ly.” The even larger iceberg 
A-68 that calved from Ant- 
arctica’s Larsen C ice shelf 
in 2017 disappeared by 
early this year 

Drinkwater said satellites 
have helped -— scientists 
keep track of the changes 
happening on the vast but 
largely uninhabited conti- 
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This handout image provided by the European Space Agency 
(ESA) shows a representation of the size of an which iceberg has 
calved from the western side of the Ronne Ice Shelf, lying in the 
Weddell Sea, in Antarctica. 


nent that would otherwise 
go unnoticed. 

“The continent that every- 
body thinks of as a benign, 
frozen part of the world 
that never changes is ac- 
tually very dynamic,” he 
said, adding that increas- 
Ing calving activity in parts 
of Antarctica monitored 
from space over the past 
30 years can be attributed 
to climate change. 
Antarctic ice shelves regu- 
larly lose large chunks to 
the sea even as fresh ice 
forms inland, a process that 
































Associated Press 


Drinkwater compared to a 
bank account that’s con- 
tinually being paid into and 
withdrawn from. 

“Parts of Antarctica are in 
arrears, and that’s largely a 
consequence of increase 
in temperature or large 
calving events that have 
removed ice and destabi- 
lized the ice shelves them- 
selves,” he said. “Climate 
is responsible for these 
changes. And over the 


longer term, of course, It 
will have wide-ranging im- 
pacts in different locations 
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Oranjestad: 

Eagle Noord Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
5927 3200 
5927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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HBO revives ‘In Treatment with Uzo Aduba looking for truth 
: 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ten 
years after the drama "In 
Treatment" signed off, the 
HBO show is back with a 
group of new patients and 
a new therapist, but a simi- 
lar theme: Physician heal 
thyself. 

Uzo Aduba takes over from 
Gabriel Byrne as the psy- 
chotherapist at the center 
of the show, now playing 
buttoned-down Dr. Brooke 
Taylor with a thriving prac- 
tice but a whole lot of per- 
sonal demons. 

‘The safest that she seems 
to feel is when she's in the 
room with her patients be- 
cause that's the way she 
can feel control," says Adu- 
ba. ‘When she leaves the 
room, you get fo see just 
how out of control and how 
much avoidance plays a 
part in her everyday life." 
The show, which starts air- 
ing Sunday, has traded the 
orevious episodes’ Brooklyn 
brownstone for a chic and 
immaculate home in an af- 
fluent neighborhood in Los 
Angeles. 

Shot during the pandemic, 
it leverages the times by 
incorporating social  dis- 
tancing and setting all the 
therapy sessions inside the 
home of Aduba's charac- 
ter. 

"Even if a therapist has a 
home office, there's Usu- 
ally division between their 
life and home life," she said. 


Legends come out for hip-hop museum 





This image released by HBO shows Uzo Aduba in a scene from "In Treatment." 


"Because of pandemic, 
both the audience and her 
patients get an even larger 
view of who she really is, 
just by the mere fact that 
they enter her home.: 

Aduba's Taylor has three 
patients: "In the Heights" 
actor Anthony Ramos plays 
a troubled home. health 
aide, John Benjamin Hickey 
plays a white-collar crimi- 
nal angry at the world and 
Quintessa Swindell portrays 
a wealthy teen with an 
overbearing grandmother. 


groundbreaking 


met 
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Nas, left, and LL Cool J attend the Universal Hip Hop Museum 
groundbreaking ceremony on Thursday, May 20, 2021, in the 
Bronx borough of New York. 
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Ramos said he leapt at the 
chance of portraying a 
complex Latino character 
who embraces talk thera- 
poy. The actor, who said he's 
personally benefited from 
therapy, hopes he can 
remove any stigma from 
seeking help. 

‘lremember | fold someone 
in my family | was going to 
therapy and they were 
like, ‘Well, what's wrong?” 
he said. "| was like, ‘A lot. 
What do you mean what's 
wrong¢? Life is hard." 


NEW YORK (AP) — Musi- 
cal luminaries including 
NGS ie OC hoe neil 
Joe came out Thursday to 
the birthplace of hip-hop 
for a ground-breaking 
ceremony to launch the 
capital campaign for the 
new Universal Hip Hop Mu- 
seum. They joined a slew 
of politicians in the Bronx, 
where the now-global cul- 
tural force that is hip-hop 
has its roots. 

"Hio hoo made me be- 
lieve that anything was 
possible,” said LL Cool J. 
"This was like the first time 
where | felt like, ‘Wow, It's 





~~ 
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Ramos character is quar- 
antining with a_ wealthy 
family to look after one 
of their members. He and 
Aduba's doctor bond over 
their love of Gabriel Gar- 
cla Marquez. He's having 
trouble sleeping, but she 
wores about prescribing 
medication. "This work — It's 
not sexy, it's not fast," she 
tells him. 

Unlike the therapist's other 
patients, Ramos’ character 
has his sessions on Zoom, a 
challenging prospect for 


possible to be powerful. 
It's possible to be some- 
body. It's possible to have 
meaning in this world." 
The museum is part of a 
$349 million mixed-use 
project along the water- 
front in the South Bronx. 
The first phase of the de- 
velooment, called Bronx 
Point, will provide afford- 
able housing and pub- 
lic Open space. It also Is 
slated to include cultural 
and community-focused 
programming, includ- 
ing the permanent home 
of the Universal Hip Hop 
Museum.) 


Ramos and 
in different 


both actors. 
Aduba were 
rooms on set. 
"| was afraid that it wouldn't 
be as connective an expe- 
rience, but it actually was 
in the end when we did tt," 
said Aduba. "| could see a 
world where teletherapy is 
now just a part of the thera- 
peutic experience." 

Over time, the immacu- 
late-looking, straight-arrow 
of Dr. Brooke Taylor slowly 
deflates as viewers learn 
she is wounded by loss — 
but hiding It. 

"She's excellent at her job, 
but we're seeing a little bit 
of the fissures of her not 
being at her best in terms 
of keeping out the outside 
and not bringing so much 
of it inside," said Aduba, 
who recently won her third 
Emmy in FX's "Mrs. America." 
An interesting dynamic de- 
velops in which even as she 
guides her patients to their 
truths, they also dig into 
hers. Did she grow up in 
privilegee What about her 
romaniic life? 

"Her patients see her, too. 
You know what | meane" 
she said. 

‘They may not see the 
whole of her, but there are 
aspects of her life that they 
are also able to see and 
are not inaccurate." 
Filming started in Novem- 
ber, and each episode 
took two days of work. The 
tough schedule and sub- 
ject were lightened some- 
what by occasional social- 
ly distanced dance parties 
in front of the actors’ trailers 
during lunch breaks. 
Ramos gave credit to Adu- 
ba for setting a professional 
and caring tone on the set. 
‘It helos when youre do- 
ing If with somebody like 
Uzo. She's so beautiful in 
the way she articulates her- 
self, in the way she treats 
the work," he said. “When 
your lead actress Is asking 
you what you need, that's 
Q gift." 

He said he hopes ‘In Treat- 
ment’ can be more than 
just gripping weekly drama. 
"Hopefully this show can 
give somebody the cour- 
age to take that small step 
to making a phone call to 
find somebody that they 
could talk to," he said. "I 
think it can help us all."L) 
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Playoff rematch with Heat offers extra motivation for Bucks 


By STEVE MEGARGEE 

AP Sports Writer 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Bucks 
star Giannis Antetok- 
OUNMpO acknowledges 
the incentive that comes 
from opening the postsea- 
son against the Miami Heat, 
who eliminated Milwaukee 
in the second round last 
yeor. 

“Obviously everybody on 
the team has a little bit of 
extra motivation," the reign- 
ing two-time MVP. said. 
Miami beat the top-seed- 
ed Bucks 4-1 and went on 
to win the Eastern Confer- 
ence title last year before 
losing to the Los Angeles 
Lakers in the NBA Finals. 
Miami is seeded sixth and 
Milwaukee third in the East 
heading into the rematch 
that begins Saturday. 
‘Totally different," Heat 
coach Erik Spoelstra said. 
"The year is different. Both 
teams are different. ... It's 
just a totally new chal- 
lenge. We feel grateful that 
we have this opportunity to 
be in the playoffs and com- 
pete against them. They're 
a great team.” 

The Bucks had the NBA's 
best regular-season record 
in 2018-19 and 2019-20, but 
they blew a 2-0 lead to To- 
ronto in the Eastern Confer- 
ence finals in 2019. Those 
two early exits turn up the 
pressure on a_ franchise 


seeking its first NBA title 
since 1971. 

‘| believe that pressure 
is earned," said Antetok- 





Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo drives past Miami Heat's Trevor Ariza during the first 
half of an NBA basketball game Saturday, May 15, 2021, in Milwaukee. 


ounmpo, who injured his 
ankle early in Game 4 and 
didn't play the rest of last 
year's Heat series. "If | wasn't 
who lam today and | didn't 
work as hard as | work and 
| didn't focus on the game, 
| didn't love the game and 
| didn't compete the way | 
am, we wouldn't be talking 
about pressure. Pressure Is 
eared, and | love it." 

The Bucks responded fo last 
years exif by rearranging 
the pieces complement- 
ing Antetokounmpo and 
two-time All-Star forward 
Khris Middleton. The most 
notable addition was Jrue 
Holiday, who averaged 


19 points and shot 11 of 21 
from 3-point range against 
the Heat during the regular 
season. 

Milwaukee won two of its 
three regular-season meet- 
ings with Miami, but Heat 
star Jimmy Butler didn't 
play in any of them and 
two of those games took 
place in December. Butler 
averaged 23.4 points, 5.8 
rebounds and 4.4 assists in 
last years Heat-Bucks se- 
ries. 

He's ready to try knocking 
out the Bucks once again. 
"You don't hold anything 
back, Butler said. "You 
leave it all out there. Best 
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time of year for if." 
DIFFERENT TYPE OF 
MATCH 

Both teams have made no- 
table changes since their 
last playoff meeting 

Only five of the 11 guys who 
played at least a minute for 
the Bucks in last year's Heat 
series remain on the roster: 
Antetokounmpo, Middle- 
ton, Brook Lopez, Donte 
DiVincenzo and Pat Con- 
naughton. 

Miami no longer has Jae 
Crowder, who averaged 
15.2 points and shot 22 of 51 
from 3-point range against 
the Bucks in last year's play- 
offs. 


RE- 


SURGING FOES 

The Heat were 7-14 early in 
the season and 22-24 and 
stuck at .500 in mid-April. 
But they enter the playoffs 
on a tear after winning 12 
of their last 16 regular-sea- 
son games. Milwaukee had 
won eight of nine games 
before closing the regular 
season with a 118-112 loss 
at Chicago in which it rest- 
ed alll its starters. 

GIANNIS VS. HEAT 

Very few teams do a bet- 
ter job defensively against 
Antetokounmpo than the 
Heat. 

Antetokounmpo averages 
18.6 points on 50.4% shoot- 
ing in regular-season and 
playoff games against Mi- 
ami. Only one team (Gold- 
en State, 18.4) holds him to 
a lower scoring average. 
Miami holds a 17-14 series 
edge over the Bucks in 
games in which Antetok- 
ounmpo played. 

SPO VS. BUD 

There is no opening round 
series that pits coaches who 
have gone head-to-head 
more often than this one 
between Milwaukee's Mike 
Budenholzer and Spoelstra. 
They've coached against 
each other 35 times, includ- 
ing playoffs. Sooelstra has 
an 18-17 edge. 

The Denver-Portland series 
also has coaches that have 
Opposed one other on 35 
previous occasions. The 
Nuggets’ Michael Malone 
holds an 18-17 edge over 
the Blazers’ Terry Stotts.) 


Nizzolo finally wins Giro stage on 8th ee parry leads 


VERONA, Italy (AP) — Rid- 
Ing the Giro d'ltalia for the 
eighth time in his career, 
Giacomo Nizzolo _ finally 
claimed his first stage win 
in his home Grand Tour on 
Friday, while Egal Bernal's 
overall lead remained un- 
changed. 

Nizzolo won a mass sprint 
at the end of the entirely 
flat 198-kilometer (123- 
mile) 13th stage’ from 
Ravenna to Verona. 
"Finally I've got a stage vic- 
tory at the Giro," Nizzolo 
said. 

The route paid tribute to 
the poet Dante Alighieri 
on the 7OOth anniversary 


of his death in Ravenna. 
The unchallenging leg also 
gave riders a break before 
hitting the high mountains 
over the weekend. 

"Finally we had an easy 
day," Bernal said. 

Bernal, the 2019 Tour de 
France champion,  re- 
mained 45 seconds ahead 
of Aleksandr Vlasov and 1 
minute, 12 seconds ahead 
of Damiano Caruso. 
Edoardo’ Arffini surged 
ahead early in the sprint 
but Nizzolo rushed past 
him just before the line. 
Affini finished second and 
Peter Sagan came third. 

"| decided to launch a 


long sprint,” Nizzolo said. 
"| chose to risk staying too 
long in the wind rather 
than wait for too long be- 
hind other riders with the 
chance of being blocked. 
My choice paid off." 

Nizzolo, who rides for Team 
Qhubeka Assos, is the 
reigning European and Ital- 
ian road race champion.A 
big challenge awaits on 
Saturday with a punishing 
climb to Monte Zoncolan 
concluding the 14th stage. 
"It would be special to win 
atop the Zoncolan tomor- 
row but that means con- 
trolling the whole peloton 
so | would be happy if | just 





Italy's Giacomo's Nizzolo, center, celebrates after crossing the 
finish line to win the thirteenth stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling 
race, from Ravenna to Verona, Italy, Friday, May 21, 2021. 
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keep the pink jersey," Ber- 


nal said.) 
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Phil being Phil: Mickelson takes lead in PGA Championship 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

KIAWAH ISLAND, S.C. (AP) 
— The image has become 
familiar over the years. Phil 
Mickelson holes a_ birdie 
outt and drops that left fist 
in tempered celebration 
as he makes his run up the 
leaderboard in a major. 
This was Friday at the PGA 
Championship, and he 
kept right on going until he 
was in the lead. 

Even at age 50. 

Tentative on the toughest 
stretch at Kiawah Island as 
he started dropping shots 
by missing putts, Mickelson 
began to look ageless Fri- 
day in the PGA Champion- 
ship with brilliant iron play 
and a pair of big birdies 
that led to a 31 on the front 
nine of the Ocean Course 
and a 3-under 69. 

He had a two-shot lead 
among early starters, and if 
his lead held, he would be 
the oldest player to lead 
after any round of a major 
since 59-year-old Tom Wat- 
son had the 54-hole lead at 
Turnberry in the 2009 British 
Open. 

It's really fun, obviously, 
to make a putt on the last 
hole, finish a round like that 
and then to have that type 
of support here has been 
oretty special," Mickelson 
said. 

The last birdie was from 
just inside 25 feet on the 
ninth hole, with cheers that 
sounded louder than the 
limited gallery allowed and 
carried plenty of hope that 
Lefty could become golf's 
oldest major champion on 
one of the tougher tracks. 
The record belongs to Julius 
Boros, who was 48 when he 
won the 1968 PGA Cham- 
pionship. 

Branden Grace had a flaw- 
less round and was in the 
lead until he hit his tee shot 
into the water on the par- 
3 17th and made double 
bogey, and then made 
bogey on the closing hole 
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Phil Mickelson hits his tee shot on the 15th hole during the second round of the PGA Championship 
golf tournament on the Ocean Course Friday, May 21, 2021, in Kiawah Island, S.C. 
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Mickelson was being inter- 
viewed on TV when Grace 
fell back with his double 
bogey, and this develop- 
ment immediately was 
conveyed to him. He was 
not overly excited. 

"If you were to fell me that 
Sunday nighf, I'd really en- 
joy that," Mickelson. said. 
"But right now there's a lot 
of work to do. ... The fact Is 
I'm heading into the week- 
end with an opportunity 
and I'm playing really well 
and I'm having a lot of fun 
doing if." 

Mickelson has not won on 
the PGA Tour in three years. 
His last major championship 


LIKE US ON 


was the 2013 British Open 
at Muirfield. He no longer 
is among the top 100 in the 
world. 

But he's Phil Mickelson, who 
has soent a career leaving 
fans wondering what he'll 
do next. 

"| think he has the bit be- 
tween his teeth," said three- 
time major champion 
Padraig Harrington, who 
played alongside Mickel- 
son for two days. "I think 
he believes he can do it in 
these conditions. He's not 
here to make the cut.” 

The cut appeared to be 
out of reach for Dustin 
Johnson, the world's No. 1 
player who now has missed 
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consecutive cuts in majors 
since his Masters victory in 
November. He had an ea- 
gle and a birdie over his last 
three holes and still shot 74. 
Mickelson was at 5-under 
LO? 

Grace and fellow South Af- 
rican Christiaan Bezuiden- 
huit (70) were two shots be- 
hind, followed by a group 
at 2-under 142 that includ- 
ed former U.S. Open cham- 
pion Gary Woodland (72) 
and Corey Conners, the 
18-hole leader who didn't 
make a par until his eighth 
hole and shot 75. 

Still fo play in the afternoon 
were Rory Mcllroy and Jus- 
tin Thomas, hopeful of mak- 
ing the cut. And with the 
wind picking up, hopeful of 
SUIVIVING. 

It's fun in a kind of a sick 
way, lan Poulter said. He 
was 6 under through 12 
holes, the best start of the 
week, when he noticed a 
video board behind the 
13th green that posted his 
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score and suggested he 
was in range of the course 
record. 

It's a wonder Poulter's eyes 
didn't pop out of his head. 
"| just started laughing to 
myself like, ‘Who in the 
world would write that and 
out that on a board with 
that last five holes to play?" 
Poulter said. 

He bogeyed four of his 
last six, which feature the 
four hardest holes on the 
course, for a 70. 

Cameron Tringale was two 
shots off the lead, play- 
ing early in the afternoon, 
when he took a triple bo- 
gey on the par-3 14th, a 
10 on the 16th hole, a qua- 
adruple-bogey 7 on the 17th 
and a bogey on the 18th. 
He shot 48 on the back 
nine. 

‘It's not very enjoyable out 
there because it's so hard, 
and every hole is a disaster 
waiting to happen," Brit- 
ish Open champion Shane 
Lowry said. "So it's very 
stressful and there's a lot of 
anxiety and a lot of nerves 
and a lot of tension out 
there, but you just have to 
get on with it and try and 
hit the best shots you can, 
and that's all lve been do- 
ing." 

Lowry managed a 71, in- 
cluding a par save on the 
par-5 16th when he hit his 
drive so far right it was on 
the beach. 

Mickelson had no such is- 
sues. His mistakes came 
mostly on the greens, and 
they were only bogeys, 
which are expected at Ki- 
awah Island in this wind. 
Mickelson has shown 
glimpses in recent weeks, 
but he is concerned about 
losing focus. This had his at- 
tention. 

He also has a 2-wood in the 
bag that helps him control 
his accuracy, at least with 
the wind at his back. Mick- 
elson missed only three 
fairways. "If he can keep it 
straight and hit it the way 
that he's been hitting, he's 
going to be around on Sun- 
day for sure," Jason Day 
said after playing with him 
for two rounds. "With Phil, 
you kind of get some off- 
the-map drives that make 
it very interesting, and he's 
kept it very, very straight 
over the last two days.") 


